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Air Pollution and Health
Understanding the relationships between air pollution levels
and human health outcomes
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by S. Trivikrama Rao, J. David Mobley, and Bryan Hubbel|, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and P. Steven Porter,
University of Idaho
During the past four decades, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has made substantial
progress in improving the nation’s air quality, even in the presence of economic and population growth.
Nevertheless, air pollution continues to be a major issue for vulnerable populations. New research
efforts are underway to address air pollution and associated health issues and the health community
perseveres in its search for better methods to discern pollutant-health relationships. This issue of EM
is intended to foster better communication between the health and atmospheric science communities
by improving our understanding of the relationships between air pollution and human health.
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