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Regulars

7 Comment
The view from the editor
8 News
Global update from fibre to fashion
40 The Markets
Global raw material prices
43 The List
Technical terms explained
48 My Day
Marco Lavagnini, agent for luxury fibres based
in Biella
49 Events
Shows, exhibitions and conferences across the
world

Super luxury

16 Turnaround time
Janet Prescott outlines why a cautious
optimism is beginning to re-emerge in the
super luxury textiles sector and examines the
continuing shift away from bling towards a
more subtle sophistication.

20 Return to glory
The second-generation management of Livio
de Simone is building on the brand’s strong
heritage with a new showroom in Milan and
plans to develop its position in Italy as well as
further afield. Teresa Potenza reports.

Rare and speciality fibres

26 Genesis of a species
Francis Rainsford tells the remarkable story of
the quest to find the origins of the
domesticated South American camelids, from
Darwinism to DNA.

30 Commitment to quality
Lanificio dell’Orso is using an increasingly
diverse range of luxury fibres, as well as
broadening its product range. Debora Ferrero
finds out why.
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Mohair focus

32 Making it happen
In November, the inaugural International
Mohair Summit will bring delegates together in
the Eastern Cape of South Africa from right
across the supply chain. Deon Saayman explains
the key objectives of the event and describes
what will be happening over the six days.

36 Natural quality
Janet Prescott outlines the outstanding heritage
for producing mohair fabrics at the renowned
Yorkshire mill John Foster.

38 Mohair focus
Round-up of other key developments in the
mohair industry.

Features

12 The Knowledge
Can fibre from suri alpacas be used to create
luxury fabric? Julienne Gelber tells the story of
the creation of Surissimo, a high-performance,
premium suri fibre.

14 Global Consumer Watch
Alan Osborn takes a look at how the French
luxury clothing market is fighting through.
the current challenges and explains why
British fabrics are essential to many of the top
French brands.

22 The Twist Interview
Peter Lucas speaks to Janet Prescott about his plans
for the UKFT, the thinking behind its structure,
and the key to the success of the Baird Group.




NE. topp PR &

st October 2009 3

T



