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WIREC2008 in Washington: Forthe first time ever, the United StateS

with its foreign ministry, the 5tate Department, at the helm, set out to
host an international renewable energy conference that had over 7,000
key ministerial and business stakeholders from 1SOcountries flock to
the U.5.capitol early this March. Page 30
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Dr. Yuan-Hai Simon Tsuo, head
of the Taiwanese solar cell manu-
facturer Motech Industries.lnc.,
spoke with Sun & Wind Energy
about his company's future plans
and the development of the pho-
tovoltaic sector. Page 112

Stand-alone solutions remain a niche market • Off-grid solar power
systems are well suited to the electrification of remote regions. Never-
theless, the market for stand-alone solutions has been in stagnation for
years and is struggling with bureaucracy and difficult conditions of
tender. Page 130

The Iberian peninsula offers outstanding conditions for renewable energy sou cesoUp to now, however,
5pain has not been taking advantage of all its opportunities.lt is only in recent yearsthat new legal regulations
have accelerated the growth of both solar and wind power. At Genera2008 the mood was optimistic.

Pages 84, 96, 100
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So o '011 r market
008: Graphical displays with

diagrams of hydraulics are now
taken for granted with solar
controllers. A growing number
of manufacturers are including
them to facilitate operation
and the setting of parameters
for users. The latest innovation
is the use of touch screens.

P ge 74

Offshore development is about to enter a new
round in terms of technology. Many countries on-
Iy have limited potential for erecting near-shore
wind farms.ln the next five to ten years we can
thus expect that wind power will also be devel-
oped in areas of sea further from the coast. This
will require renewed thinking, also about access
systems. Page 146

Canada could turn
into a model country
in terms of wind energy
utilisation: There are
vast expanses of land,
and the abundantly
available hydroelectric
power could compen-
sate for the fluctuations
in the amount of wind
power supplied to the
grid. Although market
development is stag-
nating at present, the
governments of the

~ provinces have ambi-
i5 tious goals. Page 1381

A solar city intends to do more than
»just« use solar heat and solar power.
Energy saving, energy efficiency and re-
newable energies are the tools of choice
for population centres to protect the c1i-
mate, boost the regional economy and
become independent of foreign oil and
gas suppliers. Page 18
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