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For so-
lar absorbers to provide
heat properly, metal
plates and tubes have
to be welded together
well. It does not matter
whether the technique
is based on ultrasound
or lasers. Sun & Wind
Energy provides an over-
view of the technolo-
gies and manufacturers.
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Turnkey and growing: The times when com-
panies cobbled together their own PV produc-
tion facilities are over. The number of custom-
ers ordering turnkey lines has increased dra-
matically; larger and larger factories are en
vogue. When will the first gigawatt factory be
built? Page 128
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ambitious goals: If
you take a differentiated look
at the French solar market, split
into the areas of metropolitan
France and the overseas de-
partments, you will see that
the latter are in the lead. Now
the French government sets
ambitious goals across the
board. Photovoltaics is still in
the development phase, in so-
lar thermal the many years of
endeavour to ensure quality

of production and installation
are now bearing fruit. Page 94
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New gold rush ahead: Plenty of sunshine, political sup-
port and increasing energy demand — the circumstances
are certainly in favour of a solar boom in California. The
photovoltaic industry is waiting in the wings, a new pro-
gramme has been designed to get it to the top. The solar
thermal market still is completely underdeveloped, but a
new funding legislation is set to change this. Page 66, 112
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On the way to a mass
market: Just a few years
back, you still needed a
detective to find solar
houses. In most cases,
they were private houses
with which environmen-
talists, architects or so-
lar experts sought to ful-
fil a dream. In the mean-
time, ready-to-occupy
homes are on offer at
competitive prices.
Page 16
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Shares with substance: The wind
power companies listed on the stock
exchange have had a successful year.
Share prices have risen strongly. The
biggest rise has been achieved by Re-
power Systems AG shares, which rose
while Suzlon successfully tried to out-
bid Areva with the aim to take over
the German company. Wind power
has become a globally operating in-
dustry. Page 182

The future for solar thermal technology in
China looks bright: This is conveyed by the
two Chinese characters on the front cover. Wei
Lei stands for »the future« and always means
a positive, a nice future. Page 50

)

Fodstuff or energy source: The worldwide de-
mand for bioethanol in the transport sector is grow-
ing. The rapid expansion of bioethanol production
is driving up the prices of wheat, maize and sugar-
cane worldwide. On the future of bioethanol
production there are several questions still unan-
swered. This too for the choice of raw materials:
ethically and ecologically. Page 188
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