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Time of rapid expansion:
This year's world map of the

PV indu5try shows 151 cell

and module manufacturers

in 32 countrie5. And the pe-

riod of new busine55es be-

ing established in not over

yet. Page 108

A green oíl for the world: Jatropha is a magic word in

many part5 of the world where the people are 5uffer-

ing beca use of the rapidly increasing diesel prices. The

robust bush even prospers on waste land and its culti-

vation creates locallabour. Page 152
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Challenging the
diesel gensets: After

two quiet years, the

international PV off-

grid market returned

to former 5trengths

in 2006. The system

suppliers are expect-

ing further accelerat-

ed growth this year,

as revealed by a sur-

vey among 30 com-

panies from around

the world. Page 118
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Thermosi-
phon systems for solar-
powered water heating
are in demando Sun &
Wind Energy contacted
the relevant companies
worldwide to ask their
opinions on market de-
velopments. The turn-
over expectations of the
manufacturers were far
exceeded last year.

a n I 'tong The German gov-
ernment funded nine research and
demonstration plants for solar assisted
district heating with seasonal thermal
energy storage in the last ten years.
Two new plants are under construction.
S&WE has a c10se look at the German
experience with these projects.

Solutions for both north and south: The market
for manufacturers of small wind turbines is grow-
ing extremely rapidly and is attracting new spe-
cialists from the renewable energy sector. The va-
riety of the models also provides the smaller sup-
pliers with market niches. Page 142

Renewables in Spam. The growing dependen-
cy on energy imports in Spain is recognised as
being a problem across all polítical camps. Re-
newable energies provide an answer to these
challenges. The Spain Special in S&WE analy-
ses the current situation on the sectors of
photovoltaics, solar thermal and wind energy
from the industrial point of view. Page 70
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