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Features

PHOTONICS: The technology of generating and harnessing lignt and other fonns of radiant energy whose quantum unit is the photon.

The range of applications of photonics extends from energy generation to detection to communications and information processing.
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Thewall chart, inserted between pages 26 and 27, displays the majar
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to the far-infrared and beyond. Additional copies can be ordered online
atwww.photonics.comjwallchart.
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40 LASERS FIND VARIED USES
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by Va/erie C. Coffey, Science Writer
On the Mars rover Curiosity, in cutting-edge
telescape technolagy, and in guide star
adaptive optics, lasers-are space pioneers.
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Farsighted projects such as the ESO's
gargantuan Extremely Large Telescope,
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Storing the images callected by space
researchers is not especially burdensome,
but the data's subsequent transfer and
handling can present challenges.
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by Trey Turner, Reo Inc.
Cavity-enhanced absorption spectroscopy,
ring laser gyroscopes and green HeNe lasers
all require sub-angstrorn surface roughness.
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